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Here are a few numbers that tell the story. m
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Number of Initial Questionnaires: 880 Youth Aged 14 718: 178
Adams, 175 Adams, 44
Brown, 25 Brown, 8
Hancock, 44 Hancock,14

Henderson, 35
Knox, 244
McDonough, 159
Pike, 110
Schuyler, 25
Warren, 63

Number of Youth Served: 281
Adams, 80

Brown, 10

Hancock, 18

Henderson, 10

Knox, 72

McDonough, 49

Pike, 15

Schuyler, 10

Warren, 17

Henderson, 8
Knox, 36
McDonough, 39
Pike, 10
Schuyler, 8
Warren, 11

Youth Aged 19 7 24: 113
Adams, 36

Brown, 2

Hancock, 4

Henderson, 2

Knox, 36

McDonough, 20

Pike, 5

Schuyler, 2

Warren, 6
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Individuals with Disabilities Served: 50
Adams, 13

Brown, 3

Hancock, 6

Henderson, 2

Knox, 6

McDonough, 14

Pike, 2

Schuyler, 1

Warren, 3

Number of Work Sites: 94
Adams, 16

Brown, 5

Hancock, 6

Henderson, 4

Knox, 23

McDonough, 17

Pike, 6

Schuyler, 5

Warren, 13
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Without the generous and willing support of our partners, it would have been
Impossible to accomplish the goal of providing work readiness for th281 youth and
young adults across the 9 counties of Western lllinois.
Reports indicate that our young people added value to programs and created doHsavings
for a number of agencies and institutions. Here is a short list of some of the other benefits
youth summer workers:

Public schools were made ready to open on time.
Leadership & mentoring opportunities were provided to hundreds of younger youth.
Young people gave back to their communities and left good legacies.
Local economies were stimulated by youth spending dollars at home.
Food pantries restocked as a result of youth -led vegetable garden initiatives and staffing.

Local communities, facilities and parks were beautified through landscape and gardening
projects.

Emergency first responders were provided resources to aid in their navigation to incident
scenes more quickly.



A _KNOX COUNTY GREEN TEAM

Planting Seeds for a Greener Future
University of lllinois Extension Green Team in Knox County
3hec')s,é ycg lﬁ\hdowasoaz e EHIFe Iyo(f}Jth tﬁé“:r‘n%gautifying the grounds and landscaping arour
! Galesburg Public Library are planting more than just shrubs
gmazing . and flowers, they are also sowing seeds for their future;
RRPETIENCE. S developing work skills, learning what it is like to hold a job,
oeie help L and gaining knowledge and skills in horticulture to help protect [§
learn new ideas and

&(“a“ :

: ) our planet and keep it green.
skills and seeing them P S P i A
grow during the The team of eight youth have really taken ownership of the project, even being involved
program is one of the i, choosing the best plants to incorporate in the gardens. Most of the youth team has not
most satisfying had an opportunity like this beforez to learn about horticulture and then put their
experiences | have knowledge to work through handson landscaping experience. Because of this positive
had. 0z Kari Houle, opportunity to try horticulture work, a couple of the youth stated they have opened their
University of lllinois 61 [ ETAG Oi OEIEIAO OCOAAT & AA juimisteie
Extension '
Horticulturist Talking with the youth team and looking at the landscaping

' ’ project, it seems apparent that both the new landscaping at the*
Library and the effects on the youth who made it possible will ,
have an ongoing impact in making the future that much brightefFss

for both.

Quote: "Library customers and staff are enjoying the landscape projects

- completed by the students during their time at the library. The butterfly garden
and children's garden are thriving thanks to the hard work of the students. I
enjoyed collaborating with the students and providing a venue for their learning

experience. ltwasawin-x ET  OEOOAOEIT 1 zPa&h \@&an KRk Dieetidr,T A
Galesburg Public Library




PROJECT

Community Improvement Reflects in Youth

The Green Team in Hancock County has been hard at work this
summer landscaping, weeding, removing graffiti, painting, cleaning,
and picking up liter along the roadway. So busy in fact that their
supervisor stated the only problem he had was lining up enough work
for them to do, because they kept accomplishing their tasks so quickly.

7w This team completed new
landscaping around the Carthage
Courthouse, refurbished the
O7A1T AT T A O1T #AQ
didcleanOD Al T 1 C (
main thoroughfare and river
front. The beautiful landscaping
and welcoming entrance to =—,‘7-~v.
communities seems to reflect the g
growth and development the
youth have gained from a summe
of learning, working and giving
back to their community.
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I AzO\G)sBmBrown Summer Youth Participant



SnakeDen Hollow
DNR Project

Youth Improving Wildlife Habitat and State Park

The crew of four youth working at Snakeden Hollow State Fish
and Wildlife Area and Spoon River State Forest have
accomplished a lot since beginning their project at the end of Jul
They have removed willow trees from along a dam to allow the
park staff area to mow and to keep the roots of the trees from
tearing up the dam. They spent days removing rocks from a
clearing where new grass is being planted, painted the park sign
and removed invasive plant specieg such as Autumn Olive trees.

They have also assisted the park staff in removing

larger trees, cleared existing trails of low hanging
branches, created new trails for hiking and hunting,

put up wood duck houses for nesting, and removed

liter. With all of this ground and wildlife habitat to

maintain, the youth crew has been very helpful to

the staff, enabling them to get projects done that
OEAU T OEAOXxEOA x1 01 AT60 EAOA OEA OEI A TO 1 ATBI xA
- to accomplish.
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§&= interest in conservation, but from learning and

working outdoors this summer, | have developed

an interest that | could possibly put to use to the

/O O yGBagid Roller, Summer Youth Participant




